
Wonderfully Wild Unit
LESSON 2: Grades 4-6

HERE BIRDY BIRDY…….

Show Me Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.7, 1.8, 1.10, 2.1, 4.1, 4.5 & 4.7
Knowledge Standards:  Communication Arts: 1, 3 & 4   Mathematics: 1 & 3,    Science: 3, 4 & 8
Social Studies 7   Fine Arts: 1 & 4 

Objective: The student will become familiar with various native backyard birds.  They will know how to 
regularly maintain a bird feeder and will create a bird feeder for area backyard birds.

Materials: 
§ Resource materials (internet access, books, magazines, posters, etc.) with information on backyard birds 

native to your area
§ Pencils
§ Notebooks
§ “Wildlife Watch” handout
§ “This is for the Birds” handout

Method: Birds are everywhere and anyone can attract them if they do a little investigating!  Whether you live 
in the city or a rural area, you can attract birds if you follow some simple rules.  Your class’s bird watching 
adventures will begin in no time!

Use the handout entitled “Questions for Bird Lovers” and discuss the content with the class.  Once they have 
an understanding of what birds need and prefer, they will be able to build bird feeders and hang them up to 
attract birds to your school grounds for all to enjoy!  Make sure they understand that maintaining the feeders 
is a responsibility that can’t be taken lightly, especially in the winter when food is scarce and the birds are 
depending upon them to be fed.

Have the students share the available resources to find a particular native bird they would like to attract to the 
school grounds.  Have them discover what the bird likes to eat, where they usually feed (trees, ground, etc.) and 
what type of feeder is preferable.  Their assignment will be to use their ingenuity to create a feeder that meets 
their bird’s criteria. 

Call to Action: You can provide the materials (preferable recyclable, reusable and environmentally friendly) to 
build these in class or can ask them to build one outside of class and bring it in.  Have each student present these 
to the class explaining their choice of bird, food and type of feeder.  Hang these in the appropriate places around 
the school grounds, maintaining them regularly.

Have each student use a notebook to begin a bird watching journal.  Designate 10 minutes a day to quietly go 
into the school yard to observe the birds and maintain the feeders.  They can keep track of the number and type 
of birds they see.  They can also record behavior they witness and draw pictures of the different birds.  These 
can be put on display in the library so that other students may learn.  

Web sites: For recommended animal-related web sites visit www.apamo.org and choose “Animal Issues” from 
the left-side menu, then choose “Links” from the top of the page. Or click here to launch your browser and link 
directly to the list.

http://www.apamo.org/frame_issues_links.html


Credit: NAHEE

Watch for birds visiting your neighborhood or schoolyard. Draw two of them.
Use library books or field guides to identify the birds and write two fascinating
facts about them.




