PET OVERPOPULATION
LESSON 4: Grades K-3
EVERY NUMBER TELLS A STORY

Show Me Standards: Academic Goals: 1.1,1.2,2.5,1.6,1.7,1.8,2.1,2.2,2.3,3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4,3.5,3.6,4.1,
4.2,4.3,4.4,4.6 & 4.7, Communication Arts: 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6; Mathematics: 1, 3 & 6; Science: 4 & 8; Social
Studies: 5 & 6

Objective: To help students understand the work being done by local animal shelters on behalf of the
pet overpopulation problem and the importance of community involvement in the work to combat pet
overpopulation.

Materials:

® Phone directory

= Telephone

® Paper and pencils

® List of questions (those provide and those developed by the students)

Method: The teacher will review details regarding the pet overpopulation problem in their community and
throughout the entire United States. Additionally, review the questions presented in Lesson One, exploring the
role of humane organizations and animal shelter sin your community.

There are thousands of companion animals in shelters throughout the state of Missouri. Each animal is
identified by a number, but behind that number is a story of a real life. Why did they get lost? Why were they
unwanted? Do they have a name? Why was the bond between the owner and animal broken? Did anyone
ever love and care for them? Do they know what it is like to be loved and happy? Why were some abused and
neglected? How do they feel in a shelter or animal control facility? If they could talk, what would they say?

Help students to explore these questions and to realize that animals are not just statistics or numbers, but
living, feeling, breathing creatures — just like we are. Each one deserves to have a full life, and the reason that
the numbers are so high at shelters is a direct relation to the pet overpopulation problem Until the number of
animals being born is lowered, shelters will be full of unwanted animals — but behind each number is the story
of a life.

Instruct the children to consult the telephone directory for a listing of animal welfare and animal shelters in your
local community. After compiling the list, help students to identify pertinent questions regarding animals in
your community. The attached list of questions can be used as a starting point:

® What different kinds of animals are brought into the shelter?

® How many animals are brought in every day?

®  Why do you call it “adopting” animals instead of “buying” an animal?

®  What is the most unique “story” that accompanied an animal to your shelter?

® What kinds of jobs do the employees and volunteers do for the shelter and animals?

Create additional questions to give you insight into the unique and necessary work that animal shelters provide
for the community.



Call To Action: Ask the animal shelter personnel (workers) what children your age can do to make the
community a safe, more happy and healthy environment for animals. If the shelter could have a “Wish List”
for the animals, what might it include? Do they need toys, chew bones or food? How about cleaning supplies,
towels or blankets? Make a list of the items that would help your shelter in their work for the animals and post
it at your school. Put a decorated box or canister to collect the items and deliver them to the animals as a gift
from your school.

Attention Teacher: See the following activity sheet “A Shelter Story”

Web sites: For recommended animal-related web sites visit www.apamo.org and choose “Animal Issues” from
the left-side menu, then choose “Links” from the top of the page. Or click here to launch your browser and link
directly to the list.


http://www.apamo.org/frame_issues_links.html

Teacher's box: Use this worksheet to build appreciation for the important community helpers who work at
animal shelters.

KJIND Name
A Shelter Story
What would it be like to work at a job helping below would a shelter worker handle? Circle
animals? Working at an animal shelter means each one. (Hint: Seven of the tasks should be
handling many different tasks. Which tasks circled.)
A lost dog is brought to A lion comes in to have The mail arrives. Several
the shelter. You notice she his mane trimmed. "Wait of the letters are about a
is wearing a collar, license, right here,” you say. “I'll get local pet shop. The writers
and tags. You notify her my comb, shampoo, and say the animals are not being
owners that you have found scissors.” ‘ cared for properly. You
their dog. decide to investigate.
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4”Please help me. My cat is Last week you answered a You rescue a swan with a
stuck in a tree,” says a complaint about a some- broken wing. You take
man over the phone. You one who was neglecting her him to a wildlife
send help and remind the horses. You talked with the rehabilitator.
owner to keep his cat safe owner about taking better
indoors. care of her horses. You con-

duct a follow-up visit to
check on the

animals.
A family is giving away A herd of Pacific walruses “I'd like to adopt a dog
free kittens. Their cat has arrives at the shelter. You who needs a good
not been spayed. You talk to take them on a field trip to a home,"” says a visitor to your
them about the importance public swimming pool. shelter. You interview the
of spaying and neutering ° visitor and show him the
pets. many wonderful pets wait-

ing for a home.

On the back, write a story about a day in the life of an animal-shelter worker.
Write the story in the first person, pretending you are the shelter worker.
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operation partners A community effort helping St. Louis pets. Credit: NAHEE
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