FABULOUS FELINES
LESSON 5: Grades 4-6
SOLVING PET PROBLEMS

Show-Me Standards: Academic Goals: 2.3, 3.1,3.2,3.3,3.6,3.7,3.8,4.1,4.3,4.5,4.6
Knowledge Goals: Communication Arts — 1, 6; Science - 3

Objective: To teach students to solve animal-related problems.

Materials:

®  When You Get a Pet...” handout

= “Cat Problems Question & Answer Cards”
= “Are You a Cat’s Best Friend?”” handout

Method: Today is our last lesson about cats. We began our first lesson by talking about how to choose the
perfect pet for your family. As we discussed, getting a pet is a huge responsibility and not something to enter
into lightly. Most of the time owning a pet is a wonderful experience. But, occasionally it is challenging. You
should be committed enough to your pet to work through any problems that arise over the course of your life
together. After all, life will always have its ups and downs.

There are some things you should remember as a pet owner. Distribute the “When You Get a Pet...” handout.

Remember to expect some problems.

If you are adopting a new cat or already have a favorite feline friend, you are bound to encounter some
problems. Most pet problems have fairly easy solutions. Some problems require patience and understanding to
solve. Owning a pet is a learning experience that can help teach you how to become a good problem solver.

Remember to seek advice.

Part of learning to solve problems requires knowing who to ask for help. If you have a problem with a pet, who
can help? A veterinarian, an animal shelter, a friend or relative who is an experienced pet owner, a trusted pet
store employee, a trainer, or a pet behaviorist. Don’t forget about other important sources of information like
books, the Internet, and pet magazines. Don’t be afraid to ask for help.

Remember to help take care of him.

Having a pet is a family affair! It can be fun to help care for your pet. What can you do to help care for your
cat? Clean the litter box, give your cat food and water, play with your cat, give your cat love and attention,
comfort him on the way to the vet, and be aware of any signs of illness.

Remember to train him kindly.

Don’t ever hit your pet. This will only make her afraid of you. It will not reinforce learning. Pets respond best
to gentle training. They need time and patience to learn what is expected of them. Put yourself in their “paws”
and imagine how it would feel to be hit every time you did something “wrong.” Teach them kindly and soon
they will be irreplaceable members of the family that know the rules of the house.

Now let’s practice being responsible pet owners who can solve problems. To prepare for this next section,
copy the “Cat Problems Question & Answer Cards” so the answer is on the back of the correct question. Cut
apart each question/answer card. Place students into groups. Give each group one question/answer card. Have
students choose a spokesperson. The spokesperson will read the question to the group. Allow five minutes of
discussion time. When five minutes is up, bring the class back together. Ask each spokesperson to talk about
their problem and how their group solved it. Then have the spokesperson read the correct answer to the class.



To reinforce this lesson plan, take “Are You a Cat’s Best Friend?” quiz. Do you deserve a medal for being a
responsible pet owner? Find out!

Call to Action:

There is a community problem that needs to be solved: the plight of homeless and abandoned animals.
Brainstorm as a group to come up with solutions to this overwhelming problem. How can students help animals
right now? Choose one solution that everyone agrees upon and act on it. Create a problem-solving plan that
accomplishes your group’s goal of helping animals.

Web sites: For recommended animal-related web sites visit www.apamo.org and choose “Animal Issues” from
the left-side menu, then choose “Links” from the top of the page. Or click here to launch your browser and link

directly to the list.


http://www.apamo.org/frame_issues_links.html

WHEN YOU GET A PET. ..
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Are You a Cat’s Best Friend?

There is nothing better than owning a pet.

The benefits of pet ownership are extraordinary.
Do you do as much for your furry friend as he
does for you?

Activity: To find out if you are a responsible
pet owner, check off your answer to each statement
below. Be honest. Then check your score below.

1. I have socialized my cat by helping her get used to people, noises,
the veterinarian, and as many situations as possible. yes no
2, My cat lives indoors. yes no

3. My cat has a safety collar and 1.D. tag with my name, address,

and phone #. yes no
4. I keep all poisonous plants out of my cat’s reach. yes no
5. My cat goes to the veterinarian for a yearly check-up and

vaccinations. yes no
6. My cat is groomed regularly. yes no
7. My cat’s litterbox is cleaned every day. yes no
8. I've trained my cat to travel in a pet taxi in the car. yes no
9. I provide a scratching post for my cat. yes no

10. My cat is fed a nutrionally complete name-brand cat food,

and fresh water is always available. yes no
11. My cat is neutered if it’s a male or spayed if it’s a female

to prevent unwanted kittens. yes no
12. I make sure my cat has a warm, quiet place to sleep. yes no
13. I don’t allow my friends to tease or be unkind to my pet. yes no
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operation partners A community effort helping St. Louis pets. Credit: APA of Missouri



